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To the READER. 


Dag He Copiegf this enſuing Remonſirance (for ſo I 
» V title it, 4s deems 't 110 other } lately deltvered 
=» 72 to the Aſſembly by the Diſſenting Brethren, 
"3 falling uncer my view (by 4 divine providence) | 

are 1 po Aur 4 tranſcript thereof, ayming at no | 

other end but the reſerving it Ly me for my Private and particu» 

lar ſatifation. S imce which time upon occaſionall centerſes with ; 
divers of the Presbyteriam party, 1 have teen an often eare-wit- 
zeſſe of many untrue and unjuſt aſperſions which refieted upon 
the Reverend Authors, as if the Independants ( ſo they are 
pleaſed to call them) coula not, or durſt uct (according te the dee 

' mandof the Aſſembly ) produce a Model and bring in thither, 

' —, ſuch a Frame of Chafth-acv:rument with the Reaſons and 

; egrotidsihertof as they contend fer ; or rather, that they had in 

their conceptions ſome Chimaro , or ſome Utopian Frame, 
which 13 the iſſue would prove either avortive or ridiculous ;, and 
that therefore being prizy tothe weaknes of their onn principles, 
they hve reſu'ted cnely, ir; ſlead of a perte@ Bedy,an airy, and 
(to uſe ſome of their oun words) arayling ccuſation apainft the 
Reverend Ajſemtly, imending nothig lefſe then the Ws of 
« Compicated Frame, and nothing more than the cheating 
the people, whom they know do expect ſuch an accompliſh plat- 
form- Theſe and the like undue beſpatterings, daſht from the 
mouthes of ſome whom 1 dare nat but call Brethren, and that upon 
thoſe who for their perſonall endowments they themſelues ackuow- 
ledge is be both pious and learned, and frequeutly binted into the 
\ | m11nds and thoughts of the godly and wel-afjefied of either joy | 
#t | (wh8 
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(who of preſent by reaſon thebeof tre 4t a Iiſſe both mm thetr judge- 
ments aud expetiations ) coming within my Fearing af} 06ſtr- 
vation; 1 faund(weighing the rational! conſiderations exhibited 
17 this Remonſtrance for therr refuſall ro deliver in to the 4ſ* 
ſembly their Model of Charch-government, as was impoſed 01: 
them ) an urreſiftable difate from my conſcience, to convert the 
A anuſeript into a printed Copie .Whertin the ingenious Reader 
may clearly perceive, 4d trulyjudge what was the dire Remo- 
ra that deterred them (contrary to their primary reſolves ) from 
dome that which was required by the Aſſembly, and what like- 
wiſe are their reall intentions for the future, namely, to let the 
Churches hauc the benefit of what they have prepared to that pur- 
poſe, which I am confident in 4s convenient a 81me as is ſurable 
to ſuch a work, they will perſef and exhibit to open row bor! 4 
the godly and learzed Authors themſelves, 1 _ A | 

pardon that I have preſumed without their knowledee to preſent 
this therr Copig to the world, profeſſing that no ſiniſter ends at all 
byaſſed me : ' Twas onely the ſatisfying of my own Conſcience and 
my earxeſt deſires that the truth and candour of their cauſe, and 
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their proceedings thereitn,may (notwithſtanding the bef1 incarings 
t 


that others endeavour 10 caſt on both ) be rightly reſented by 


odly and judicieus,that hach ſwayed myreſolutions : which ends 
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December -12. 1644. We gave in Reaſons of our 
diſſenting, tothis Aſſembly, againſt the ſubordination of $ yynods,and 
they were committed to be anſwered and brought in. 

April 4. 1645. An Order was made by this Aſſembly, that the Bc- 
thren of #bis Ajſembly,,who bave formerly entred their diſſents to the 
Presbyteriall Government, ſball be a Committee to bring in the whole 
Frame of their Judgements, concerning Church Government, in a body 
with their grounds and Reaſons. | 

It was alſo by this Afſembly, lately impoſed on us; to make report 
of what we had done in the Committee. | 
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Ow willing and ready we have been from the begin- 
ning of the Diſcuſſions in this Reverend Aſſembly, to 
make known what ever we hold, concerning Church go- 
| x ernmenty as we have had publique teſtimony in this 
c.-  Afﬀembly, ſo we have manifold inſtances and evidences of it; Wit- 
4 neſſe that conſtant, free, and open expreffing our ſelves upon all 
occaſions, and in all queſtions proponnded to the debate,with of- 
fers to give an open Account at any time, in what eyer ſhould be 
asked us by any Brother.Our profferring divers times to bring in 
Propofitions,ſtated to our ſenſe forthe diſpute,and when we were 
made a Committce tothat purpoſe, in the point of Ordination,and 
did bring our Judgements concerning it for a diſpute, It was laid 
afide. And at another time,when we our ſelves brought in papers, 
giving the ſtate of the queſtion, about that exwraordinary way of Or= 
p dination, which were read, and returned back untous, it being þ 
publiquely profefſed that that was 102 an allnved way and conrſe of this 72 
Aſſembly, for any of the Brethren to bring in papers,anleſſe they were made 
a Committee by the Aſſembly it ſelf. And fo we were prevented of doing f 
the like for time to come. 

Likewiſe our frequent complainings of the ſtating of queſtions, 
ſo that we could not fully argue for our Judgements , we being 
bound upto the queſtions as Rated by yon. The aſuall an(wer to 
-our Complaints keerin being, That the Aſſembly ſate not 30 argue the 
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the Sub-Com nittce of Divines, con 
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opinions of a fer men, but that if we had any thing to ſay tothe aſſertion 
brought in, we might. 

As alſo our carnelt contending ro have ſome queſtions ( which 


you all know are the greateſt and moſt fundamental points ) fairly diſpu- 


ted and debated, is a ſufficient teſtimony of this our willingneſle. 
As in the entrance into the diſpute of Government, the firlt day, we 
preſſed the handling of this, That there 14 a platform of Gruernment for 
the Churches, under the Ovſpel, laid down in the Scripture, and defired to 
havediſcuſſed, what are the ſure and certain wayes , whereby we may 
Judge what of Government, 14 held forth Jare divino therein, which 
thould have been fundamentall to all the difputes that were to 
follow : and this was profeſſedly laid alide by you,which therfore 
in none of the ſubſequent debates, we could renew, and thus Ar- 
guments were cut off, It being that great and neceſſary Medium, 
by which the particulars ſhould be confirmed , and in a manner, 
the whole controverite decided ; the greatelt difference that were 
likely ro grow betwixt us, being this, That the forms of Governmert, 
you pretend to, and we deny, are aſſerted to be Jare divino. 

Inlike manner th# ocher next great queſtion, about the intire 
power in Congregations, that b ave a ſoffi-ient Precbytery for all Cenſures, 
which as it is in order the fir{t that preſents it ſelf for diſcuſſion (as 
was urged) ſoalſoit is oneof the greateſt points in difference be- 
ewixtus and you: Yet the debate of this was not onely denicd the 
firſt placein the diſpute, but was to this day declined by you ; At- 
though to have it argued was contended for by us, and not by us 
onely, but by many of thoſe, that are for a ſubordinate governs 
ment thereof to Synos. And though earneſt deſires and motions 
for it were renewed and inculcated, yct were they as often laid 
aſide. Yea and this, although it was once exprefly commended 
by the grand Commirece of the Honorable Members of both 
Houſes, joyncd with twelye Divines of the Aﬀſembly , to be next 
diſputed, as the beſt means, both of expedition, and of ending the 
Controverlic. 

And over and above all this, to argue this our willingneſle to 
diſpute our way, In the atoreſaid Honorable Commirtee appoint- 
ed by an Order of the Honorable Houſe of Commons, to find out 
wayes, of accommodating —_ — in the Aſſembly» 

ſting of two of us, and foure 
| others, 
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others,appointed by that klonorable Committee to prepare waies 
and Propoſitions of Accommodation, brought in the main and | 
moſt of what prafically we delired, and wetherein added , That 
if ſuch a libertie ſhall ſeem in the wi{dome of thn H morable Gommittee, to 
be ſo pre Judiciall to the peace of the Church as not to be permitted, we bums \ 
bly defare, the deArinall principles wherein we differ about Church-Govern= 
ment, may be taken into ſerious conſideration, and ſome other way of ac- 
commodtion in prattife thought upon, as ſhall ſeem fit to this Honorable 
Committee: and this was preſented to that Honorable Committee 
and thoſe twelve of the Aſſembly, tobe tranſmitted , whether to 
the Honorable Houſes, or the Af/ſembly as they ſhould think meet. 

After this,when upon occaſion of ſomething brought in by one 
Brother, and intertained,we took hold of that example , and one 
of us,with conſent of the re(t,brought in ſeven Propoſitions,which 
contained matter of difference betwixt us, profeſling, That if this 
Reverend Aſſembly would debate them, or any one of them, we wonld bring 
in more, wntill we had brought in all the Frame, and the Aſſembly them- 
ſelves ſhould pick and chuſe what they would debate, and what not. But | 
theſe Propoſitions were rejected with a retuſall ro debate any one | 
of them. 

And after all this, though the main parts of the Presbyteriall 
government, had been-then yoted by the Afſembly, and ſent up 
to the Honorable Houſes (as, namely, that about Ordination, and 
the Presbyteriall government over many Congregations, as alſo concern- | 
ing the Subordination of Nationall,Provinciall and Claſſicall Aſſemlies) 
and there was not much remaining abont Church-government, 
to be concluded in this Aſſembly: yet this Reverend Aﬀlembly re- | 
quiring, (by occaſion of a book publiſhed , that refief&ed on theſe | 
proceedings, that we had no hand in, nor krowledgeot ) s whole | 
Frame 5f Government, with the grounds and reaſons thereof, to be brought 
in by ws, and voted us heerto to be a Committee, we yeilded our 
ſelves tobe a Committee, to bring in part by part, in like manner 
as the Presbyteriall Government was brouvht into the Aﬀembly, 
and ditputed : but that was not accepted-And then it being (aid, 
that there was ſomething in Church-government, remaining un- 
diſcuſſed, and tees ; and it being further alledged thar the 
Aſſembly | ad not ſent up all that which they had concluded, but 
meant to preſent an entire Frame and Body to the Honorable 
Houſes, 
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| Houſes: And that'we might take away all occaſions of any ſuch 
| jealoufies that we were unwilling to diſcover what we he 
| (which were commonly in mens mouthes abroad ) we ycilded to 
be a Committee, to bring in the whole to this Afſembly, hag 
\ upon all the fore-mentioned diſadvantages, and were purpoled 
and reſolved amongſt our ſelyes ſo todo, and that in as conve= 
nient atime as a work of ſuch a compaſſe could, ( in ſuch a man- 
ner as was propoſed by you) be diſpatched by us. And as in the 
debate about making us a Committee, the Afſembly would not 
declare(though preſſed by us) what they would do with that Mo- 
dell, and thoſe Reaſons we ſhould bring in; ſo the voting of what 
yet remained in Church-government, was haſtened by you- 
| And when not long after, upon occafion of the debate of one 
particular point, in which we differed from this Aſſembly , we 
moyed it might be deferred, becanſe we ſhould preſent our Jadge= 
ments and Reaſons about it, with the reſt,( for therein lay that 
which we accounted the favour of being made a Committee by 
you it was publiquely-ag{wered, that therefore the Aſſembly ſbould 
the rather go on to the concluding of it, becanje we intended to bring it inz 
and before we could diſpatch that Body we intended , ſoastore- 
port it untoyou according to your order; ( the colle&ion of the 
materjals whereof, ſpent us two or three moneths , and we could 
not obtain the liberty to bring 1n any thing but the whole )this 
| Afſembly had preſented to the Honorable Houſes, as well what 
had been ſent up by peeces afore, as what was ſince concluded, in 
one intire Frame. By all which we perceived, that that which was 
| ric main end and ule of preſenting ſuch a Modell to this Aﬀems 
bly,would be fruitrated. 
| And furthermore, we having given in (as chis Aſſerably knows) 
but two heads of diſſenting reaſens:The one againſt the Presoyterial go» 
ver nment over many Congregations: The other againſt the ſubordination 
of Synods. By the ſucceſle of the latter we ſee, that this Aſſembly 
can aſſume heliberty (if it ſo pleaſe)toreſervethoſe we ſhall now 
preſent, unanſwered, as they have done thoſe our difſenting Rea» 
{ons againit ſubordination of Synods, althowgh it contain agreat and 
main part of that r; herein we differ, as alſo #8 of all other,of the greateſt mo= 
ment, both to thu Church and State, and hath been given in to this 
Aflembly ten monerhs fince, and their yotes concerning thels 
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Subordinations, as long fince preſented to the Honorable Houſes, 

but have not been anſwered by any reply brought in to this Af 

_— and ſonot ready to have been (ent up to the Honorable 
ues: 

And if Theſe we might now bring in, fhonld be undertaken to 
be anſwered by this Aſſembly, yer we fill retain the ſenſe of fo 
much remedileflc prejudice, by _ bound from replying again , as 
doth makens juilly wary:we may for ever lic under whatever miſ(- 
interpretations may happew, (ſuppoſe bue through miſtake of 
yours, or imperfe&ion of our expreſkion ) without clearing our 
meaning, and we may be bound up from further urging or dri- 
ving home that wherein the ſtrength of any Argument lics, if the 
dint thereof ſhould be avoided by ſome ociey diverſion. And 
although our former Reaſons given in after diſpute to both the 
Honorable Houſes, according to their Order, were therefore not 
our own, but to be diſpoſe& of according to their appointment; 
yet what weſhonld now give in , we conceive to bein ourown 

Wer. | | 
Upon theſe conſiderations we think hk this Aﬀſembly hath no 
cauſe now to require a Report of us, nor will that our Report be of 
any uſc, ſeeing that Reports are for Debates, and Debates are for Re- 
ſwitrto be ſent up tothe Honorable Houſes, who heve already voted 
excther form of Government then what we ſþall preſent. However it may 
be of more uſe ſome other way, which by this courſe may be pre- 
vented, And therefore we are reſolved to wait for (ome further 
opportunitie, toimprove what we have prepafed. 
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